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they took certain steps to make it appear that I did it against their
will.
The persons interested paid the ransom of 107,000 ducats to the
Englishman, as I have said, mostly out of Your Majesty's revenues,
some out of certain deposits, and other persons paid with their own
cash. The Englishman gave a receipt for everything and left the city
to its inhabitants. On board his ships, he remained in the harbour
until April 10, and on the i ith with his fleet cleared from the port
on a course for Jamaica where he expected to obtain meat and water
which he did not have when he left here.
He sailed four days and on the I4th returned to this harbour
because Congo's ship which he had seized at Santo Domingo sprung
a leak. It was laden with all the booty he obtained in that city and
the artillery he had seized. He unloaded all this and distributed it
among the other vessels of his fleet.
He held a council of all his people, to whom he made an address,
informing them that Your Majesty's armada was on its way to these
parts and would soon arrive, that he meant to await it for, if they
would do their duty, he was confident he could take it. All the princi-
pal persons and officers of his fleet answered that without exception
they would all die or capture Your Majesty's armada. With this
intention the enemy remained in the port until the 24th of the said
month of April, when he left with his fleet, consisting as he left of
22 large vessels and six pinnaces and brigantines. The six galleons
of this fleet were 600 tons burden and upward, very well supplied
with artillery and thoroughly equipped. The flagship carried 60
pieces of heavy brass artillery in tiers. The other vessels were 100
to 200 tons.
When the enemy entered the port of this city he brought in 3000
men. The muster he held when he left showed that he had only
2500. The night the city was lost his casualties were about 150 and
the rest died of sickness during the time he was here.
He sailed on a course for Havana with the intention of attacking
that city and its fortress and, if they were successful, of awaiting the
New Spain fleet there. I am quite certain that he will not attack
Havana because there was great dissension among them and they
could agree on nothing. Three days before they left there was much
argument and dispute. Therefore I am sure that he was going to
Matanzas to take on water and meat and continue his voyage to
England.
Nevertheless Francis said publicly that he intended to go to the
island of Madeira and endeavour to take it, and send word to